
Grahamstown is the 10th worst-
performing education district in the
country.

THE BASELINE

20 1 3

20 14
Convening of the first Principals forums
(both High School and Primary School).

PRINCIPALS

20 1 5 The Vestas Empowerment Trust
establishes a GADRA-led consortium to
promote literacy and numeracy in
Primary Schools. 

WHEELS IN MOTION

20 1 5 Prof Mabizela is inaugurated as Rhodes
VC and prioritises schooling as a priority
sector and appoints a multi-sector team
to revitalise local schools. 

RU SUPPORT

20 16
The Vice-Chancellor’s Initiative (VCI)
undertakes its first interventions to
build schools of excellence and strengthen
communities of best educational practice. 

LEADING THE WAY

20 1 7 Rhodes University and GADRA pilot the
Bridging Programme to improve access
for local disadvantaged students into
RU; 

ENABLING ACCESS

20 18
Makhanda’s fee-exempt public schools
produce over 100 Bachelor passes for
the first time.

MILESTONE!

20 1 9
RUCE redesigns BuddingQ to build the
pre-literacy skills of Grade R children in
a structured play-based manner.

FOUNDATIONS

20 1 9
A Makhanda Stakeholder Imbizo gives
rise to the formation of the Makhanda
Circle of Unity (MCoU).  

A BIGGER CIRCLE

A CHRONOLOGY
OF EDUCATION

TRANSFORMATION



Covid-19 results in lockdown-enforced
school closures, but local stakeholders
adapt their respective services and
offerings with agility and determination. 

LOCKDOWN

2020

2020
Makhanda emerges as the best-
performing city in the Eastern Cape
Province in the Matric Exams.

#1 IN THE EC!

202 1 Nine-tenths takes first place in the
MacJannet Prize for Global Citizenship
in 2021. 

GLOBAL WINNER!

202 1 The VCI commits financial and human
resources to the Early Childhood
Development (ECD) sector, in order to
strengthen educational foundations.

ECD IN FOCUS

2022
For the second successive year the
Makhanda public schools produce over
300 Bachelor passes in the final NSC
exams. 

BACHELOR BLISS

2022 The retention rate in the Makhanda
schooling system improves twenty
percentage points over three years, from
45% to 65%.

MORE RESULTS!

2023
Up to 160 disadvantaged local students
access Rhodes University for full-time 1st
Year study, up from 10 in 2011. 

LEVELLING UP

2023
40% of Grade 4 children in Makhanda
can read for meaning, compared with 19%
nationally. 

READING RESULTS

2024
Makhanda Education Summit takes place. 

CHERRY ON TOP

A CHRONOLOGY
OF EDUCATION

TRANSFORMATION


